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What Does It Mean to Have an “Abiding Marriage”?

“Abide” is just not a word you hear much in daily 
conversations. One bible reference I checked uses several 
words to help us better understand the word “abide”: to 
remain, to dwell, or continue. But the one I like says, “not 
to depart, not to leave, to continue to be present”.

Jesus had a lot to say about abiding in the Bible in John 
15. He references abiding more than 10 times in the first 
section of that chapter. In verse 5 He said, “Whoever 
abides in Me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 
for apart from Me you can do nothing.” If Jesus took the 
time to share this with His disciples just before His death 
on the cross, then I think we should take heed to His 
words as well. 

So this is the first post as we look at three different facets 
of having an abiding marriage. If you and I could hold up 

abiding marriage in our hands and look at it on different sides, I believe we would see these three things. So 
make sure to read all 3 parts as they are shared in our future monthly updates.

Part One:  Surrender
The first facet of having an abiding marriage is the foundational step for all those that follow. And we hear this 
spoken to us by God as we read Jesus' words in John 15:1-5:

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the Vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes 
away, and every branch that does bear fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit....”        

Continue reading at:  bitly.com/abiding-part1
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Great Marriage Resource for Your Church or Small Group
One of the key cornerstones of our calling to help marriages is for us to be both
proactive as well as reactive in our help. Let me explain...

Shawn and I know we are called to step in when couples are in crisis or hanging
on by a thread. We love to see the Lord working in those situations. But we don't
JUST want to live there! We also want to help on the proactive side helping grow
a so-so marriage to good, and a good marriage to great! This is what we call,
“marriage discipleship”. Couples helping other couples navigate the deep waters
of marriage and life.

And we have a resource for your marriage, your church, or your small group to
use just for this purpose!  The name of this resource, from Paul David Tripp, is 
“What Did You Expect?” But don't let the name mislead you. This is a great
resource to help any married couple and would even be helpful for those who are
engaged or contemplating marriage.

We are currently going through this for the second time at our church. We first
took a group of Mentors through the material last Spring and are now taking a
group of couples through it this Summer. The feedback has been so great from
both groups! Both have said this has been good for their marriage AND more
couples need to see this!

The author first wrote the book and then created the DVD for small groups. The DVD set includes both a leader 
and discussion guide. You don't have to read the book, but it will reinforce much of what is shared in the videos. 
You can pick up the DVD or book at your local Christian bookstore or online. I would also encourage you to go 
to Paul Tripp's website: https://www.paultripp.com/what-did-you-expect. Hope you will check it out soon!

Ministry Number: 501-570-6125  ●  Email: GlenS@MarriageRevolution.com  ● www.thesolbergfamily.org/welcome 
Donate Securely Online:    tiny.cc/give-to-the-solbergs  Be sure to select the  Little Rock Office. Thank you so much!

July Verses:

"Abide in Me, and I in
you. As the branch

does not bear fruit by
itself, unless it abides
in the vine, neither
can you, unless you

abide in Me. I am the
vine and you are the
branches. Whoever
abides in Me and I in

him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for
apart from Me you
can do nothing. "

John 15:4-5

Prayer Requests for July: Thank you for your prayers! 

THANKSGIVING AND PROTECTION:  Help us to give thanks this month for all the 
Marriage Revolution staff. Please pray the Lord would protect our marriages and help
us to continue to grow in humility and dependence on Him!

REPENTANCE AND BROKENNESS:  Please pray expectantly for the couples that God 
is bringing to Marriage Revolution in Dallas, Houston, and Little Rock – that the Lord 
would more quickly get both husband and wife to a place of repentance and 
brokenness so that He can begin His transforming work.

MARRIAGE MENTORS/MARRIAGE CLASS: Please pray for a Mentor Training we had 
to reschedule to July – that all three interested couples would show up and become 
active Mentors in our church. Pray also for a Summer marriage class that Shawn and
I are co-teaching with one of the Mentor couples – that God would use it in the lives 
of each and every couple attending to draw them nearer to Him and each other.

OUR FAMILY IN 2018: Our verses for 2018 are Psalm 16:8-9 – that all 6 of us would 
truly set the Lord always before us, as we keep Him in His rightful place in our lives. 
And that we truly would dwell securely in His perfect love and care for us.

FIRST LOVE:  We would never lose our “first love” for Jesus Christ and the pursuit of 
an active, growing relationship with Him.  And that after Him, our priorities would be: 
Marriage second, Family third, and Ministry activities and everything else after that.
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